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DETAILED ACTION 

i' 
t 

Action Background 

1. This action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination, filed 
on 6/15/2005. 

2. Applicant has cancelled claims 45-69 and added new claims 70-81. 
Claims 1-44 were canceled in a previous response. 

3. Claims 70-81 are pending in the case, claims 70, 74 and 78 are 
independent claims. 

4. A request for continued examination filed under 37 CFR 1.114, including 
the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after a final 
rejection. Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 
CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the 
finality of the previous Office Action (dated 1/13/2005) has been withdrawn 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 

5. Examiner's rejection of claims 45-69, made under 35 USC 101 in the 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC 101 section of the previous office action (dated 
1/13/2005) is withdrawn in view of the cancelled claims. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in 
this Office action: 

"A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) The invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published 
under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an 
application for patent by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international 
application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the 
effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United 
States only if the international application designated the United States 
and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language/' 

7. Claims 70-81 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Gupta et al. US Patent publication 2003/0196164, filed 9/15/1999, published 
10/16/2003 (hereinafter Gupta). 

8. Regarding independent claim 70, Gupta discloses electronic note taking 
during an interactive learning course. Gupta discloses an interactive learning 
system with students and instructors. Gupta recites: 'These annotations 
typically correspond to a particular temporal location in the multimedia 
presentation and can provide a replacement for much of the "in-person" 
interaction and "classroom discussion" that is lost when the presentation is 
not made "in-person" or "live". As part of an annotation, a student can 
comment on a particular point, to which another student (or lecturer, 
assistant, etc.) can respond in a subsequent annotation. This process can 
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continue, allowing a "classroom discussion" to occur via these annotations" 
(page 1 , paragraph 6). 

Gupta discloses a document annotation system. Gupta recites: "According 
to one aspect of the invention, multiple annotations are maintained together 
as an annotations collection corresponding to particular multimedia content 
(page 1, paragraph 12), where Gupta defines the multimedia content as: "The 
data can be as simple as ASCII text or as complex as HTML code which can 
include text having different fonts and type styles, graphics including 
wallpaper, motion video images, audio, and links to other multimedia 
documents" (page 5, paragraph 66). 

Gupta disclose an annotation field associated with a document. Gupta 
recites: "FIG. 5 shows an exemplary structure for an annotation entry 180 that 
is maintained by annotation server 10 in annotation meta data store 18 of 
FIG. 3. In the illustrated example, the annotation entry 180 includes an 
author field 182, a time range field 184, a time units field 186, a creation time 
field 188, a title field 190, a content field 192" (page 5, paragraph 59). Gupta 
discloses receiving the entry of notes in the annotation field in figure 8 at 
reference sign 276. 

Gupta discloses storing the annotations in memory and associating them 
with a document. Gupta recites: "annotations typically correspond to a 
particular multimedia presentation. Since each of the different versions of the 
multimedia content is a different multimedia presentation, typical annotations 
correspond to only one of these presentations" (page 1 , paragraph 8). 
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Gupta discloses providing access to the document and notes during the 
interactive learning course. Gupta recites: "As part of an annotation, a student 
can comment on a particular point, to which another student (or lecturer, 
assistant, etc.) can respond in a subsequent annotation. This process can 
continue, allowing a "classroom discussion" to occur via these annotations" 
(page 1, paragraph 6). 

Gupta discloses providing access to the entered notes after the 
completion of the interactive learning course. Gupta recites: "Additionally, 
some systems allow a user to select a particular one of these annotations and 
begin playback of the presentation starting at approximately the point in the 
presentation to which the annotation corresponds" (page 1, paragraph 6). 

9. Regarding dependent claim 71, Gupta discloses the note containing 
content contained in the document. Gupta recites: "multimedia content is 
duplicated in the annotation" (page 1 , paragraph 9). 

10. Regarding dependent claim 72, Gupta discloses a plurality of users, 
where the users can share notes for a period of time. Gupta recites: "As part 
of an annotation, a student can comment on a particular point, to which 
another student (or lecturer, assistant, etc.) can respond in a subsequent 
annotation. This process can continue, allowing a "classroom discussion" to 
occur via these annotations" (page 1 , paragraph 6). 

11. Regarding claim 73, Gupta discloses controlling access to document 
related to the annotations. Gupta recites: "According to one embodiment of 
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the invention, annotation server 10 of FIG. 3 supports read and write access 
controls" (page 7, paragraph 90). 

12. Regarding claims 74-77, the claims are directed toward a computer 
readable storage medium for the method of claims 70-73, respectively, and 
are rejected with the same rationale. 

13. Regarding claims 78-81, the claims are directed toward a system for the 
method of claims 70-73, respectively, and are rejected with the same 
rationale. 
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Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 45-69 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the canceling of these claims. The ground(s) of 
rejection for new claims 70-81 is described above. 



Conclusion 

1 5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Gregory J. Vaughn whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-4131. The examiner can normally be reached Monday to 
Friday from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Stephen S. Hong can be reached at (571) 272-4124. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is (571) 272-2100. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Gregory J. Vaughn 
August 26, 2005 



WILLIAM BASHORE 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



